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The 2016 Belton M ouras Grassroots Leadership Aw ard
Nominees are:

Karen Daw n, DawnWatch
Andrew Domzalski, PhD, Madonna University and Caring for Cats, Inc.
Jerry Finch, Habitat for Horses
Tolani Francisco, DVM , M PH, Native America Humane Society
Carolyn M ullin, Museum of Animals and Society
Olivia and Carter Ries, One More Generation (OMG)
Kristen Stilt, JD, PhD, Harvard Law School Animal Law and Policy Program
The National Council for Animal Protection (NCAP) is pleased to announce the nominees for the
2016 Belton Mouras Grassroots Leadership Award. NCAP's membership organizations will have
the opportunity to vote for the person they believe is most deserving of the award. Voting will
occur May 13th through May 18th. The NCAP Executive Board will notify the winner(s) (up to
two) that they have been selected for the 2016 award.
Winners will receive a $500 award and an all expenses paid trip to Arlington, VA to attend the
Summit for the Animals Award Ceremony on June 16th.
In the following pages you can learn more about each award nominee. Please cast your vote
for your favorite at: bit.ly/NCAPAw ard2016 or send an email to info@ncapw eb.org.
Please note that we have summarized the following nominations so that each is no longer than
one page. If you would like more information about a nominee, please contact us for the
unabbreviated nomination.
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Karen Daw n, DawnWatch

Nominating Organization: World Animal Net (WAN), on behalf of
an individual who brought her work to WAN's attention.
Why: DawnWatch is a news alert service run by Karen Dawn that
helps animal advocates amplify their voice, educate the mainstream
media about animal protection, and promote animal protection as a
mainstream issue in a respectful and effective way. By encouraging animal advocates to educate journalists,
editors, writers and directors in a professional manner, DawnWatch aims to shift the conversation about animals
in mainstream media in a positive direction.
In her own words, Dawn says:
Some of the greatest Animal Rights activists used to be hunters. Some of the most powerful members of our movement
used to work in the meat industry. Most of us used to eat meat. We changed our ways because somebody showed us a
different way of looking at things, not because they insulted us. That must be top of mind as we write letters. If we insult
and alienate somebody who may have eventually, even years down the line, become a supporter, we vent our anger at the
expense of the animals.

For nearly two decades, Karen Dawn has worked tirelessly on behalf of animals. She has worked as a leader,
showing animal advocates how they can influence the media and the general public. This has had a
wide-reaching educational effect that has, in turn, saved countless animals. Karen receives no compensation; she
is a volunteer working from the heart. She is a one woman show, a dynamo who will continue to provide results
for the animals.
How does the nominee's work reflect NCAP's Code of Ethics: Dawn is kind, respectful, open, nurturing,
and a vegan. She has always encouraged animal advocates to engage in discussions about animal protection in
a professional and respectful manner.
To find out more:
DawnWatch website
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Andrew Domzalski, PhD, Madonna University and Caring for
Cats, Inc.

Nominating Organization: Attorneys for Animals
Why: Andrew Domzalski is a Professor and Co-Director of the M.S. in Humane
Studies program at Madonna University. The nomination is based on his academic
achievement, commitment to humane education, and grassroots activism.
Academics: Andrew co-developed and co-directs the Masters in Humane Studies
program at Madonna University. The program began in 2012 and interconnects
animal protection, social justice, and sustainability. The Program prepares leaders
capable of developing practical solutions to current challenges affecting the well-being
of people, the environment, and animals. He will also serve as Director of the Center
for Humane Studies at Madonna, which will open in fall 2016.
Andrew is dedicated to his students and directs numerous theoretical and practical initiatives.This includes:
advising the Student Animal Awareness Group; instructing service learning groups for students on habitat
enrichment for animals at the Detroit zoo; co-organizing the Animals in Religious and Cultural Views Speakers
Series and a Speakers Series with the Michigan Humane Society and the Animals and Society Institute; and
instructing a service learning and study abroad trip protecting sea turtle eggs from poachers in Costa Rica.
Humane Education: Andrew believes that humane education must draw connections between animals, humans,
and the environment. As a member of the Association of Professional Humane Educators since 2009, he has
presented in various forums on the subject of relating service learning to Humane Education and Humane
Education in the university setting. He completed the year-long pilot professional development program for
teachers, Humane Partners, organized by the Academy for Humane Education at the Detroit Zoo and
participated in an international symposium on animal welfare sponsored by the Detroit Zoo.
Grassroots Activism: In 2006, Andrew founded and directs Caring for Cats, Inc., a nonprofit 501(c)(3)
organization headquartered in West Bloomfield, Michigan. Caring for Cats feeds daily around thirty homeless
cats in the Detroit area. It spays/neuters and vaccinates them and provides veterinary care as needed. The
nonprofit also socializes feral kittens and adopts them out to suitable homes. It makes spay/neuter services for
rescued cats available at no cost to members of the public. Andrew, with a small group of volunteers, has done
this work daily over the past decade. Most recently, Andrew has become active in the umbrella organization
PAWS in the D, which coordinates efforts of various animal rescue organizations in Detroit.
How does the nominee's work reflect NCAP's Code of Ethics: Andrew exemplifies the spirit of NCAP's
Code of Ethics. He is vegan and cares for rescued cats in his home, often giving over several rooms in his house
to tend to frightened or ill animals. Andrew is collaborative and non-judgmental. His values reflect those of
Madonna University ? and NCAP?s ? which are respect for all, non-violence and a commitment to social justice.
To find out more:
About the M.S. in Humane Studies program
About Caring for Cats, Inc.
About PAWS in the D
Video about Caring for Cats
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Jerry Finch, Habitat for Horses

Nominating Organization: American Anti-Vivisection Society (AAVS)
Why: Jerry Finch is a true hero for equines, working full time for no
salary. After retiring from law enforcement, he began rescuing equines in
1998. He has gained a national reputation for working effectively with law
enforcement and courts. Across the U.S., he has led investigations, provided necessary housing for the equine
victims, and presented in court in countless abuse and neglect cases. He has taken in thousands of equines for
direct care and adoption or sanctuary, and he has come to the aid of thousands more across the country, for a
total of about 6,000 equines. Today, Habitat for Horses cares for 331 equines and has 86 in foster care.
Patty Finch (no relation, former Executive Director of Global Federation of Animal Sanctuaries (GFAS)) has
remarked on the fact that thousands of cases have not hardened Finch. He feels the pain of each one?s abuse,
but still gets up for the next one in need. He knows in many cases, if he does not, it is likely no one else will.
That was the case when GFAS undertook the rescue of 1,000 animals at the Montana Large Animal Sanctuary
and Rescue, potentially the largest sanctuary closure/rescue in the history of the U.S. Eight hundred made it out
alive. Finch was the only person willing to take on finding placements for the animals. Upon his arrival he was
greeted with six pits of dead animals, beyond the 1,000 fighting for their lives. For weeks, Finch worked in frigid
temperatures saving animals and assisting in euthanizing those who could not be saved. The majority of animals
were not horses, but Finch just saw animals in need and did not hesitate to help any of them.
Finch continues to show leadership in advocacy as well. He hand delivered more than 50,000 personal letters
requesting the President to administer an executive order to stop the roundups of wild horses and burros on
public lands. He has testified in the Texas senate against horse slaughter and met with lawmakers in Washington,
D.C. multiple times to change their minds on the issue. Finch was a founding board member of the Homes for
Horses Coalition, which is dedicated to ending horse slaughter and other forms of equine abuse, while promoting
growth, collaboration and professionalism in the equine rescue and protection community. He advocated for the
formation of the GFAS and Habitat for Horses was the first organization of any kind to be accredited by GFAS.
How does the nominee's work reflect NCAP's Code of Ethics: Finch is humble and dedicated to the
organization rather than himself. He has diligently adhered to the facts, for example, in disagreements with the
Bureau of Land Management, horse slaughter proponents, and others. He is an advocate of non-violent tactics,
which has been true outside the animal protection field when Finch has publically stood up for racial equality.
Finch is always willing to cooperate with other organizations, and has done so repeatedly in large-scale seizures.
He has demonstrated generous cooperation and the giving of credit to other organizations where credit is due.
He is a person of impeccable honor and has always been in favor of education, rather than punishment, for
example, when GFAS sanctuaries found themselves in violation of GFAS' standards.
To find out more:
R.T. Fitch's (author of Straight from the Horses Heart) page about Jerry Finch
Video of Naysa's adoption and rehabilitation
Jerry Finch's writings: Sample 1, Sample 2
From Seizure to Adoption: A guide to rehabilitating the starved horse by Jerry Finch
News coverage of Texas rescue
Coverage by HSUS of Montana rescue and Nebraska rescue
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Tolani Francisco, DVM , M PH, Native America Humane Society
Nominating Organization: Animal Protection of New Mexico
Why: Dr. Francisco is a warm, powerful, generous leader dedicated to building
a kinder world. Currently a veterinary epidemiologist with the USDA in Denver,
Colorado, she maintains her ancestral home at the Pueblo of Laguna, located in
New Mexico.
Dr. Francisco helped found the Native America Humane Society (NAHS) where
she currently serves as head veterinarian and Director of the Executive
Committee for Veterinary Services and Public Health. The mission of NAHS is
to empower Native communities to become healthier, happier and safer by
providing information, support and resources for animal care programs in
Indian country.
Dr. Francisco is passionate about the connection between the health of people
and animals, and she's dedicated to working within tribal communities to help
protect and heal animals and people. Her success in bringing partners together to invest in the health of dogs
and cats at the Pueblo of Laguna is one example of how her dedication is improving the lives of animals and
people. Her experiences - whether as a veterinarian working for the USDA, refusing to participate in horse
roundups for the BLM, or working at home at the Pueblo of Laguna - have informed her current work to
institutionalize help for animals in Indian country by working from within tribal communities and within
governmental and funding agencies and organizations.
An American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) article outlined Dr. Francisco's work:

Tribal members do the best they can to care for their animals, Dr. Francisco said, but they often don?t have the financial
means to provide regular veterinary care. When discussing the possibility of bringing the pilot program to the reservation,
she told the tribal council that veterinary medicine?s standard of care is set by the AVMA ? and the tribe?s agreement to
participate was due to the AVMA?s involvement and dedication to a high level of care.
?So often, Native people are used to getting second-best, or getting leftovers,?Dr. Francisco said. ?People appreciated that
we said, ?You?re going to get first-rate care. You won?t get anything different from what you?d get in downtown
Albuquerque. You?re not getting the leftovers ? you?re getting top quality.??

How does the nominee's work reflect NCAP's Code of Ethics: Dr. Francisco approaches people and
projects with a spirit of collaboration, cooperation, trust, and respect. NCAP members can benefit by recognizing
her leadership and vision. Dr. Francisco is already building lasting partnerships to help create systemic change.
To find out more:
News coverage of the unique partnership between the AVMA, NAHS, and Laguna Pueblo
Video outlining the project
Coverage in the Journal of the AVMA
Coverage on the AVMA website
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Carolyn M ullin, Musuem of Animals and Society

Nominating Organization: National Anti-Vivisection Society (NAVS)
Why: Carolyn Mullin has over 14 years of experience in the nonprofit sector,
with special emphasis in children?s education (literacy, humane education,
museums) with the Miami-Dade Public Library System, AmeriCorps' Alachua
County Reads!, Bill Sadowski Park & Recreation, and the Miami Children's
Museum. She has extensive experience in animal protection having served
as the Miami-Dade and Alachua County Organizer for the historic "Yes on 10"
ballot initiative with Floridians for Humane Farms which effectively banned
gestation crates for pregnant sows on factory farms in 2002. In 2008, she
coordinated the Northern California "Yes on 2" campaign, which banned
gestation crates, veal crates and battery cages within the state of California
through Californians for Humane Farms. In addition to her legislative work,
Carolyn has been involved from the ground-up in animal advocacy, leading community groups such as Animal
Activists of Alachua, for which she was President, and running the West Coast branch of Farm Sanctuary's
Education Department. On the museum front, she has been involved in all aspects of museology (exhibition
development and curation, education, events, registration, administration) with The Miami Science Museum, The
Chico Museum, Casa Dolores (Center for the Study of the Popular Arts of Mexico), and the Miami Children's
Museum. Carolyn earned her Bachelor?s in Religion Studies, with a focus in Religion & Nature, from the
University of Florida and a Master?s in Nonprofit Management from Regis University in Denver, CO. She also
reviews children's books from an animal protection standpoint at Vegbooks.org.
In her current role as Executive Director she has successfully brought the history and work of all the major
anti-vivisection organizations together in an informative and compelling display.
Through the National Museum of Animals & Society, Carolyn Mullin has already accomplished a lot in the
Museum?s short history and has a vision for even greater success. ?The National Museum of Animals & Society
is dedicated to enriching the lives of animals and people through exploration of our shared experience. To this
end, NMAS promotes respect for life and compassionate ethics in advancing healthy, meaningful
interconnections with the animal world.?
How does the nominee's work reflect NCAP's Code of Ethics: Mullin is the consummate advocate for
animals who brings both passion and professionalism to our movement, reflecting the values expressed by
NCAP in its Code of Ethics. Mullin's work through the Museum supports the following goals of NCAP: to increase
the visibility and public understanding of animal advocacy issues, increase public support to end animal suffering,
elevate the status of animals as a mainstream issue in society, and facilitate respect, cooperation and
communication among member organizations.
To find out more:
National Musuem of Animals and Society website
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Olivia and Carter Ries, One More Generation (OMG)

Nominating Organization: FOUR PAWS USA (submitting a nomination on
behalf of OMG's president, who wished to nominate OMG's co-founders)
Why: Olivia and Carter realized early that animals worldwide needed our
help. When Olivia was seven and her brother Carter was eight, they started
their own nonprofit, One More Generation (OMG), to raise awareness about
the plight of endangered species and to help save them for at least One More
Generation...and beyond.
Since starting OMG, they have created three main divisions within the organization. The first is the Animal
Conservation Division which educates youth around the world about what is happening to animals and gives
them an opportunity to use their voices to affect change. The second division is the Environmental Conservation
Division, which they created after helping with animal rescue during the BP Gulf oil spill. While in the Gulf they
learned about plastic pollution and how many animals die from entanglement and ingestion. Since then they
created an award-winning Plastic and Recycling Awareness Curriculum that teaches about the severity of the
problem and how to be the solution. The curriculum is now available to schools nationwide and is even being
tested in South Africa, the UK and soon in Australia. The third division is the Youth Empowerment Division which
focuses on helping students find ways to 'give-back' in their own community by working with local animal
shelters and rescue centers, as well as providing aid to community senior and homeless shelters.
Since founding OMG, they have given presentations to tens of thousands of students around the world and taken
on campaigns for numerous species. Their Rattlesnake Roundup Conversion campaign was successful in getting
one community to stop collecting and killing snakes for each year's festival. The community has converted their
event to an festival where the species is celebrated, and for the first time in 46 years, the community has not
killed a single snake.Their Cheetah Rescue Campaign has collected funds which were used to support the rescue
efforts for the Ann Van Dyk Cheetah Rescue Center in South Africa. Their Rhino Letter Writing Campaign
collected over 10,000 letters from around the world which Olivia and Carter hand delivered to the office of the
Minister of Environmental Affairs at a formal meeting. Their Orangutan Letter Writing Campaign collected
thousands of letters which they plan to hand deliver to the Indonesian government this November at a formal
UN/GRAS conference in Jakarta. Their Sea Turtle Campaign also received thousands of letters from students
asking President Obama to mandate the use of Turtle Excluder Devices in all shrimp trawl nets in the U.S. Olivia
and Carter are going to the White House on June 16th, World Sea Turtle Day, to hand-deliver all the collected
letters to President Obama. Olivia and Carter's various campaigns will continue to promote the humane
treatment of animals around the world.
How does the nominee's work reflect NCAP's Code of Ethics: Olivia and Carter are committed to working
in a non-violent manner. They both know that you "get more bees with honey than with vinegar." They strive to
instill both passion for animal welfare and compassion for the animal itself, regardless of the popularity (or lack
thereof) of the species. Olivia and Carter are not afraid of taking the fight to the source when they believe that
animals are being mistreated or pushed to the brink of extinction, but they do so with the utmost tact and with an
open mind to seek a viable solution. Their actions have always aligned with the Code of Ethics of NCAP.
To find out more:
One More Generation's website
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Kristen Stilt, JD, PhD, Harvard Law School Animal Law and
Policy Program

Nominating Organization: World Animal Net
Why: Dr. Kristen Stilt directs the animal law and policy
program at Harvard Law, the first of its kind in the nation,
made possible by a recent gift from Bradley Goldberg. The
creation of this center, at the nation's most prestigious law
school, is a monumental event in the history of animal law and welfare in general with a potentially wide-ranging
impact on a global scale for decades and perhaps centuries to come. As jurisprudence is increasingly becoming
cognizant of animal issues, Harvard Law will certainly be looked at as a leader on the global stage. As Dr. Stilt
herself remarked, "Animals are important members of society, and the law has a significant impact on how they
are treated."
In the program's first year, Dr. Stilt has already facilitated the National Animal Law Competitions at Harvard Law
and has directed a number of programs fostering innovative scholarly work in the area of animal law at the
institution. She is also educating some of the most prominent future practitioners of animal law. She is a pioneer
in the truest sense.
How does the nominee's work reflect NCAP's Code of Ethics: The events put on by Dr. Stilt in the animal
law program have been cooperative and inclusive, and all of the food offered was vegan.
To find out more:
Announcement of the program by Harvard University
Coverage in Harvard Magazine

